Singles Question:  Speed Dating:  What's the best way to prepare?
=======================================

I really want to settle down and get married.  I'm in my mid thirties and
professionally employed.  I've dated regularly, but just haven't found the
right woman.  I attend various singles events and enjoy the friends I've
made and the social part as well.  There's a speed dating event that's coming up
and I've never done that before, but it sounds like fun and I'm excited about
the potential to meet someone new.  What's the best way to prepare for something
like this? It's a 7-minute speed date.  What are the best or right questions
to ask?  What types of information should I share?  What's your advice?

                                                         Marc from Montreal
Dear Marc: As a Host of Singles Speed Dating Events – this is what I would suggest: 

1) Image is extremely important – Speed dating is very much based on first impressions and “chemistry.” So dress sharp; I’d suggest a suit and tie with pocket scarf; or if you just aren’t the “suit type” wear dress slacks, dress shoes, and a pressed dress shirt tucked in. 

2) Do come prepared with four things you want each woman to know about you – make these facts items that are funny, memorable, or admirable. For example: a special award you recently won at work, the fact that you sky dive, that you were the State Disco Dance Winner of NJ in 1978, or that you published a book – anything that makes you stand out from “the average Joe.”
3) Have at least 5 questions ready that you want to ask the lady before you – these should be important sorting questions that qualify whether the woman would meet necessary requirements for you to be happy in a relationship. For example – if you want children, does she? If you only enjoy warm weather vacations, does she – or is she a snow skiing advocate? 
4) Take a pad and pencil and write notes after each turn – have codes that only you would understand, that would help you rate the encounter – use a 1 – 10 scale, or use letters to define your top choices – because after several turns, details could become a blur. Make sure you get each person’s name, and note one fact about them to help you remember that person.
5) If you find someone in front of you that you really like – do not hesitate to offer your phone number, or ask her for a drink after the event. There are usually a few women that really stand out that every male participant desires, so act fast!
6) Be polite to everyone – show that you are a true gentleman – because even if the woman in front of you is not right for you, her best friend may be! Good Luck & have fun!
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Submitted by: Riana Milne, MA, LPC, Certified Singles & Couples Relationship Coach with RCI. Website: www.RianaMilne.com. For information on Riana’s
By the Sea Singles Events write BytheSeaSingles@gmail.com; or call 609-601-7887

